WHAT MAKES A GOOD STORY:

Use short punchy sentences

Use lots of nouns and verbs and less adjectives

Evoke all of the senses – taste, touch, smell, sound

Include details that help a reader to get in close

Establish a contract with the reader to be authentic & tell the truth

Consider what names or details might need to changed

Write in the present tense

Incorporate dialogue

Use repetition for emphasis

Use your own ‘voice’

Read it aloud to yourself and others

Work with an editor

Pay attention to the first and last lines of your story

Play with lists 

Use questions or direct address to the reader

